1121 Worthington Ridge 
1745 - colonial 


Aaron Case (1816-) & Mary. 

: Phineas Squires Case (1824-1907) & Lucy Collins (1822- 
1905) 

George Bunce (1831-1910) & Marcella (1861-) 

Son Howard Bunce (1894-1931). 

In 1912 Howard built an airplane, now at the 

New England Air Museum. 

Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 
Correction: 1121 Worthington Ridge 


Phineas Squires Case House, 1211 Worthington Ridge, c. 1750 - seriously 
deteriorated during the middle years of the 20" century. Homes like this were 
restored (this one by Lloyd Duval) with the booming economy of the 1980s and 
renewed appreciation of colonial homes. In 1912, Howard Bunce, a 17-year-old 
built what is the oldest surviving airplane in Connecticut. The Bunce Curtiss- 
Type Pusher plane was disassembled and stored in the barn until rediscovered in 
1962. The plane is now on display at the Bradley Air Museum. ‘“ 


] 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 

The Phineas Squires Case House, at 1121 
Worthington Ridge in Berlin, is a central-chimney 
colonial house, built c. 1750-1770. The property, later 
owned by the Bunce family, has a barn which once 
housed a disassembled homebuilt replilca of a Curtiss- 
Type pusher plane, built by 17-year old Howard S. 
Bunce in 1912. Unable to afford a Curtiss engine, 
Bunce used a 4-cylinder air-cooled engine constructed 
by Nels J. Nelson of New Britain. The oldest surviving 
airplane in Connecticut, it was discovered in the barn in 
1962 and can now be seen at the New England Air 
Museum in Windsor Locks. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #010 
1745 Aaron Case current owner: George Bunge estate 

> Worthington Ridge Road, east side of Route 5, 3 % mile north 
of town line, faces east 
Wood house, peak roof, central brick chimney, two stories 
and a half, 9 window front, paired, 1/1 sash, double overhang 
all around with dentil course under, stone foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
About 1745 current owner: George Bunce estate Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 225 


18" century Phineas Squires Case current owner: Norma Devaul 
Although the early history of this house proved difficult to trace, it 
was occupied in the early 19th centuty by members of the Case family. 
Aaron R. Case was a mid-century occupant, and an earlier (continued) 


resident was Phineas Squires Case. Like many other houses in the 
once-vital Worthington Ridge district, this house was allowed to 
deteriorate during the middle years of the 20th century. In recent 
years, a renewed appreciation for Colonial houses and a booming economy 
in central Connecticut have combined to produce a wave of restoration 
in the area. The historical significance of the house rests both on 


its association with the Cas mily and with this recent pattern 
of historic preservation. rs» as ir. Af yA 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
Current owner: Joseph Cullen 
Genealogy 
Aaron Case (1816-) in 1850 census was age 34 (1816-) married Mary. 


Phineas Squires Case (1824-1907) son of Allen Case & Catherine Squires married Lucy Collins (1822- 
1905) and had children Henrietta & Alice. 


George Bunce (1831-1910) married Marcella (1861-) and had 4 sons: Walter, George, Howard, Lewis. 


Howard Bunce (1894-1931) married Minnie and had children: Wallace, Lillian, Kennth. In 1912 he built 
an airplane, now at New England Sir Museum. 
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Phineas Squires Case House 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AN URROUNDING 


Near southern end of Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. Virtually all 

of the exterior cladding and sash is of recent origin. The entry fea- 
tures a plain-board surround and double heavy-paneled entry doors with 
small rectangular lights at the top. Windows are fitted with 6-over-9 
sash; facade windows are paired and offset towards the corners of the 

house. Second-floor windows are located immediately under the eaves. 

Hewn corner posts adorn the overhangs at the second and attic stories. 
Interiors feature original paneling and fireplace details. 


Architecturally, this house is significant as a faithfully restored 
18th-century central-chimney house. An adaptation of traditional 
English building methods to a land rich in wood and stone, these houses 
depended on the amount of heat that could be stored in their massive 
stone and brick chimneys to ward off the cold of New England winters. 
Typical 18th-century features present here incluée thz< symmetrical 
five-bay facade, the hewn overhangs, the paired ciiset windows, the 
location of the second-floor windows close under the eaves, and the 
ridge-parallel-to-street orientation. 


Although the early history of this house proved difficult to trace, it 
was occupied in the early 19th centuty by members of the Case family. 
Aaron R. Case was a mid-century occupant, and an earlier (continued) 


1855 Atlas 
Bicentennial Papers 
Interview with Owner 


Sw 


Phineas Squires Case House 


19. (continued) : 


resident was Phineas Squires Case. Like many other houses in the 
once-vital Worthington Ridge district, this house was allowed to 
deteriorate during the middle years of the 20th century. In recent 
years, a renewed appreciation for Colonial houses and a booming economy 
in central Connecticut have combined to produce a wave of restoration 
in the area. The historical significance of the house rests both on 
its association with the Case family and with this recent pattern 
of historic preservation. -3 / 


The Phineas Squires-Case house, 1121 Worthington Ridge, is a classic example, 


painstakingly restored, of the four-square, central-chimney dwelling built 
before 1750. 


